TEACHING AND LEARNING GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS

Closing the Gender Gap
Whether you’re a parent of a boy or not, you might find
the following information about closing the gender gap
an interesting read...
The divide between the performance of girls and boys is well
documented and been going on in education for some time.
As a response to try and find out what we can all do about it, staff and parents recently had
the pleasure of listening to Gary Wilson’s wise words about getting the best from boys. Gary
Wilson is one of the country’s leading experts on raising boys’ achievement. He is a freelance
education consultant, speaker, trainer, author and former teacher of 21 years. Gary has advised
and delivered training in over a thousand schools and over 30 local authorities across the UK.
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Welcome to our monthly Learning Newsletter. These newsletters
look to help you to implement tried and tested learning strategies
at home, in order to benefit your child and further enhance their
educational experiences in the long term.

His highly practical book for parents contains strong messages about the need to develop
independence in boys, the importance of male role models within the family and what to
look out for in school, including signs of peer pressure and limiting negative self beliefs. It
gives advice on how best to support boys in their learning and in developing self esteem and
confidence. https://www.garywilsonraisingboysachievement.com/parents
behaviours of a good father, business owner, boss,
role model, etc.
Don’t accept lower standards of behaviour from a
boy than you might from a girl.

Avoid
purchasing
merchandise
for boys that reinforces gender Talk to them and with them about their
stereotypes e.g. t-shirts that have feelings, concerns, anxieties.
slogans like “Here comes trouble”,
“Boys will be boys”.
Identify positive ‘masculine’ and
‘feminine’ traits and behaviours as
positive ‘human’ behaviours.
Regularly reward academic success.

Give them some independence
and expect them to do more for
themselves. Teach them how to do
more for themselves. Boys are often
significantly less independent than
girls prior to starting school and
differences in language development
are evident right from the early years.
Talk to boys about their future and
what will be expected and admirable

email l.cowell@priory.lancs.sch.uk
if you wish to discuss anything
covered in this newsletter

Get boys reading - if they say it’s
boring or they don’t like it, persist
because we just haven’t found the
thing that interests them yet.

Issue Focus: Closing the gender gap

What we can all do to
raise the achievement
of boys

